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The use of offensive ballistic missiles represents one of the major threats to international security in the post-Cold War environment.  Ballistic missiles launched by rogue states and non-state actors are an international concern.  Defending against this major threat will require an international effort.  That international effort is an integral component to the successful implementation of an effective global ballistic missile defense system (GBMDS).

Global missile defense is truly an international enterprise.  Advances and setbacks in far reaching missile defense systems rely on the cooperation, or interruption, of the countries involved in the development process.  Effective, global missile defense will be unachievable without a concerted international effort to share the responsibility, cost, and technology involved in ensuring an effective capability to counter the ballistic missile threat.  
Four major issues prevent an effective GBMDS from becoming a reality:

· Technical barriers. The science and engineering behind the development of BMD systems consists of some of the most difficult and far reaching research and development ever attempted.  Technical barriers cannot be overcome overnight; an impossibility for any one country to overcome alone.   
· Lack of Understanding. Some countries affected by the proliferation of ballistic missiles misunderstand the nature of the threat they face.  Others overestimate the capabilities of the current array of defensive systems and the speed at which they can be deployed when a ballistic missile threat materializes.
· National Independence.  Countries need to work in close cooperation to develop an effective GBMDS.  The speed, distance, and destructive capabilities of modern offensive ballistic missiles negate the natural barriers that nations have depended on to ensure their independence.  In today’s world no nation can achieve security from attack independently.  We all must rely on a common defensive structure to combat the menace of ballistic missiles. 
· Cost.  The cost of developing an effective GBMDS is too much of a burden for any one country to bear alone.  Deployment of a GBMDS in a timely manner may be unlikely without a more equitable distribution of the cost.
Solution: In order to achieve a capable GBMDS, countries must work together to ensure the nature of the threat is understood; the costs of research, development and implementation are shared; and an environment is created in which countries can work together to ensure all involved remain protected from the threat of ballistic missiles.  This paper will offer suggestions as to how international cooperation can be implemented to overcome the four aforementioned hurdles preventing the implementation of a GBMDS.
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