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Formulation of a series of Deterministic Scenarios, intended to serve as Reference Threat for defense systems development, is the conventional and most commonly adapted approach by threat analysts and Intelligence Communities. However, it has two severe deficiencies:

a. It covers only a finite and very limited number of possible options, most probably not including the enemy's actual preferred course of action.

b. It cannot properly cater for uncertainties and information gaps in the basic data that is supposed to support any intelligent and balanced assessment.

In order to overcome these obstacles, a "Stochastic Approach to Threat Assessment" has been developed. It enables evaluation of outcomes based on a wide range of values attributed to influential parameters, and derivation of their combined contribution to conceivable scenarios.

This innovative approach is not suggested as a replacement to the conventional method but as a complementary approach, leading to deeper insight and identification of situations that do not represent only the obvious, the typical or the worst case.

The presentation concentrates on the concept, the methodology and illustrative examples relevant to Anti Ballistic Missile Defense.
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